
The Garden                                                               “…some of the seed fell on good soil” Mark 4:8 

 

New Life in Springtime by Pastor Scott 

On Easter Sunday, April 4th, 2021, I preached the Easter Story. I 

preached how Jesus is the Son of Man. Though the early church reserved that 

title for Adam in Paradise, I can relate to that. I was driving home after worship 

to our house in Cheyney, PA and picked up my Mother-in-law Elsie for Easter 

Dinner. While driving through Villanova and along the way, God surprised us 

with the first of the blooming flowers of Spring.   

 

We passed rows of daffodils and flowering trees. We passed hedges of 

yellow forsythia and redbuds, about to burst forth with their salmon-colored 

buds. The trees were starting to green up, and all of God's glory seemed to 

burst forth all in one afternoon.   

 

These signs of new birth are all around, and a reminder that we too 

have new birth. Every day we wake up and thank God that we are alive.   

 

Arriving home, Nana and I smelled the ham cooking, and the sweet 

potatoes were coming out of the oven. We were greeted with warm wishes 

from those we love, and I said during my dinner prayer that I was thankful for 

family and the food. And the love around the table. I hope you too had a great 

Easter.  

 

I spoke with Winnie on Monday morning and asked about her 

Easter. She said she spent it quietly alone at home. Yet I said to her she was not 

alone, that Jesus was at the table with her, and she laughed and 

agreed. Whether we are with others or in our solitude, Jesus is there with 

us. And His glory in the flowers and blossoms are a reminder of that.       
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Renewal of Our Relationship with God—Maxine Braham-Willoughby 

We have been in a pandemic for the past 13 months, and some of us have 

contracted the virus including myself.  

Many families and friends have died from the virus and the risk for 

contracting COVID remains extremely high. 

Examining these tragedies, we are prone to ask serious questions as Christians: 

• Where is God? We need Him to heal us. 

• Why won’t He take away this virus? 

• When will this virus end? 

• When will our lives return to normal? 

Our faith is being tested but let us look at the positive outcomes: 

• We continue to worship our God – we trust in His will and are using 

technology to worship and praise Him. 

• We have time to enjoy the beauty in the world that He has provided for us 

– it has been so still we can finally hear the birds singing. 

• We are renewing our relationship with God, family, and friends. 

Let remind ourselves of how powerful and mighty our God is: 

God is glorious, good, and gracious--let us go back to the love we have with 

God. Be blessed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 

Finance Update: Below is 

a brief summary of 

February’s balance, as well 

as our Year to Date 

balance, from our Finance 

Team. As always, feel free 

to contact Brad Schaeffer 

(schaefferfinancialandtax

@yahoo.com), our 

Financial Advisor, if you 

have any questions. 

GPUMC FINANCE 

SUMMARY 

FEBRUARY 28, 2021 

  

 FEB 2021 

INCOME 

HOUSING 

REIMBURSE 

8,958.13 

 

1,333.33 

EXPENSES (15,192.39) 

GAIN/(LOSS) (4,900.93) 

 

 

YTD 2021 

INCOME 

HOUSING 

REIMBURSE 

17,975.13 

 

2,666.66 

EXPENSES (27,716.17) 

GAIN/(LOSS) (7,074.38) 

 

 



Just a Little Longer—Pam Boddy 

The success of the Covid vaccines means that there is, at last, light at the end of this pandemic tunnel! 

This has certainly been a year to remember. We here at Green Pond have done our best to provide meaningful 

Sunday worship services, while protecting the health of our church family. We have used technology to provide 

a parking lot option, as well as a live-streaming option. During the cold winter months, we had to move the 

equipment (and the Pastor) indoors, but as spring comes to the Lehigh Valley, we can make some plans to all 

worship together again.  

 

We are hoping to all be together outside again beginning in May, if the weather will cooperate. (We need 

the temperature to be reliably above 50 degrees by 10:00 am.) Of course, increasing vaccination rates will 

eventually allow us to joyously re-enter our beloved sanctuary. Just a little longer.... 

 

 

Educational Assistance Opportunities—Alex Konya 

Attention Graduating High School Seniors 

 

If you are a graduating high school senior and a member of the church, you may apply for the Jack H. LaFever 

Memorial Achievement Award.  Jack was a life-long member of First UMC who died in a car accident in 1986, 

at the age of 23.  An applicant for this Award must be a church member.  Selection is based on church and 

community service, scholastic achievement and extra curricular activities.  You do not have to be considering 

post high school education to be eligible for the Award.  Applications may be picked up from the church office 

or from Alex Konya (alexander.s.konya@lmco.com) and must be returned to the church office no later than April 

30th, 2021. 

Attention Post High School Students 

 

Church members planning to enroll in college, vocational or technical school, or those who are currently enrolled, 

and need help with the cost of furthering their education should apply for an interest-free loan from the church's 

Educational Assistance Fund.  Loans are based on the availability of funds and must be repaid in full.  An applicant 

for this loan must be a church member.  Applications may be picked up from the church office or from Alex 

Konya (alexander.s.konya@lmco.com) and must be returned to the church office no later than April 30th, 2021. 
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Children & Youth Ministry Announcements 

 
Grow in God’s Love! 

Kid Worship & Teen Worship  

Kid and Teen Worship will continue to be held virtually Sundays in April at 

11:15am via Zoom!  Kid and Teen Worship families will receive an email with 

the Zoom meeting link and other information.  If you are not a current attender, 

but would like to try us out, please email Megan Schaeffer at 

greenpondumcyouth@rcn.com.   

 

Kid Worship videos will also be available to families who cannot attend our live 

meetings.  They will be emailed to attending families each Sunday morning and 

can be viewed at your convenience throughout the week. 

 

Throughout April, Kid Worship will be exploring the theme of sharing God’s 

blessings with others as it relates to Acts 4:32a - The community of believers was 

one in heart and mind. Teen Worship will continue a Bible study in the Old 

Testament. 

 

Kid Kits  

Kid Kits will continue to be offered during our Sunday morning drive-in worship 

service. 

 

 

 

 
 

Upcoming  

Kid and Teen Worship is 

back in action and will 

continue to meet virtually 

on Zoom every Sunday at 

11:15am!  


