
The Garden                                                               “…some of the seed fell on good soil” Mark 4:8 

 

The State of the Church Address by Pastor Scott 

I hope this summer is treating you well. So far it has been the most 

interesting year in my lifetime, and I would guess in yours. As you can tell, we 

are in a unique position as a church family. We have made good strides, going 

with the flow, being cautious about how we present worship, pastoral care, 

ministry, mission, and finding new ways to feed your spiritual self.  

With all that said, Green Pond United Methodist Church is proving its 

strength, resolve, steadfastness, and commitment to our Lord in Heaven, and to 

you as God’s children. Since March we have provided worship electronically, 

transitioned to broadcasting a Parking Lot Service (social distancing of course), 

and are planning for our future. We have a committed leadership team, which 

in my opinion is the finest that I have ever experienced.   

The Administrative Board, The Corvid Response Team, the Worship 

Team, Trustees, and SPRC are all working in tandem, bringing you the best 

experiences we can. We are all working hard, and that “God work” has been a 

blessing to you and to me.   

We have a dedicated staff, and many volunteers who work together and 

are committed to providing you with unique new “Out of the Box” 

opportunities to keep your faith alive during this time of Covid 19.   

However, all that still consumes church financial 

resources. Understanding that times are lean for many of us, I ask you to 

continue your financial support of GPUMC by continuing to honor the Lord 

with your tithes and offerings. Yes, we have cut back spending dramatically 

during this time; we still have an obligation to our employees and ongoing 

expenses that continue significant resources. 

Please continue to give as you can by sending a check to the church 

office at Green Pond UMC 4411 Green Pond Road, Easton, PA 18045. Or give 

electronically on our website https://www.greenpondumc.com.  Or come join 

us Sunday mornings at 10am in the church parking lot for socially distant 

Parking Lot Worship, where you can experience worship in the comfort of 

your car, tuning to 87.9 on your FM radio dial, and experience worship in a 

whole new way. There is an offering box provided for your gifts to the church 

at the entrance to the driveway (it is on a card table). Thank you for your 

support, commitment, and patience, as we maneuver these waters together, and 

come out of this experience stronger than ever. May the Lord bless you and 

keep you well. 
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Wherever You Go…—Linda Schreiber 

…there you are. 

That sentence, quoted by Buckaroo Banzai (and also attributed to a Zen 

Buddhist ideal) speak to mindfulness, our desire to be present in each moment of 

daily life. Banzai was a fictional movie character in a mid-80’s movie I saw – rock 

musician, brain surgeon, and adventurer all wrapped up in one man. And while I 

can’t recall the plot (likely wasn’t THAT deep to begin with!) this line has stuck in 

my brain for these 35 years: “Wherever you go, there you are.” We do our best to 

plan and map a future, but in the end we may need to just halt, take a breath, 

appreciate what’s right before us, reassess and potentially re-route. Here we are. 

You may not know it, but behind the scenes there are oodles of 

congregants engaged in toooo many Zoom meeting hours to tally! Our Covid 

taskforce meets regularly, along with its 3 sub-committees - the SPRC being one 

of those. We’re figuring out how to breath with clarity, keep our eyes and brains 

peeled for the latest developments, and reroute to keep each of you (and us) safe 

during this cray-cray time.  

There are long lists of details to nail down…Where to place the hand 

sanitizer? What new cleaning protocols work? How do we amplify the parking lot 

service? And then there are the bigger concerns like how can we keep our staff 

safe as they serve with hearts of gold, what will they need to feel comfortable 

returning to the church facility, how do we adjust with agility as this unrolls before 

us? 

We assure you we are doing the best we can to be methodical, keep our 

eyes on a safe spot of the horizon, respond quickly and always with utmost caring 

for our brothers and sisters in Christ. This has not been a straight line and will 

continue to require us to be flexible. Thank you all for supporting and uplifting our 

staff in your prayers. We are so very grateful for their continued leadership and the 

concern they demonstrate for us as parishioners! And wherever we go from here, 

there we’ll be – remaining a congregation anchored in the hope and strength of 

God. 

 

Portable Radios Wanted—Pam Boddy 

Starting July 5th, people may listen to the service outside, in the shade 

under the trees! Areas will be designated with at least 12 feet between areas for 

safe distancing. If you have a portable radio, please bring it with you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 

Finance Update: Below is 

a brief summary of May’s 

balance, as well as our 

Year to Date balance, from 

our Finance Team. As 

always, feel free to contact 

Brad Schaeffer 

(schaefferfinancialandtax

@yahoo.com), our 

Financial Advisor, if you 

have any questions. 

GPUMC FINANCE 

SUMMARY 

MAY 31, 2020 

  

 MAY 2020 

INCOME 10,461.43 

EXPENSES (10,847.46) 

GAIN/(LOSS) (386.03) 

 

 

YTD 2020 

INCOME 57,522.26 

EXPENSES (81,400.27) 

GAIN/(LOSS) (23,878.01) 

 

 



Anyone Need a Smile?—Pam Boddy 

Those of you who are on Facebook may have noticed more activity fervently from Green Pond, courtesy 

of Mandy Pugliese. Each week you will find biblical quotes, prayers, beautiful pictures and uplifting messages. 

Thank you, Mandy! 

 

 

The Apostle’s Creed—Carl Whitesell 

During the Middle Ages, the apostles themselves were believed to have written the earliest form of the 

Christian creed, under the influence of the Holy Spirit – the Paraclete - on or about Pentecost.  

The medieval version of the origin of this late Apostles' Creed read: "On the tenth day after the 

ascension when the disciples were gathered for fear of the Jews, the Lord sent the promised Paraclete. And 

when he had come as a flaming fire and they were filled with the knowledge of all tongues, they composed this 

symbol. Peter said: I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. Andrew said: And in Jesus 

Christ his only Son, our Lord. James said: Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of Mary the virgin. John 

said: Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. Thomas said: Descended into Hades, on the 

third day rose from the dead. James said: Ascended into heaven, sitteth at the right hand of God the Father 

almighty. Philip said: Thence he is about to come to judge quick and dead. Bartholomew said: I believe in the 

Holy Spirit. Matthew said: Holy catholic church, communion of saints. Simon said: Remission of sins. 

Thaddeus said: Resurrection of the flesh. Matthias said: Life eternal.”  

Scholars believe that the apostles were “assigned” segments of the Creed based on the lists provided in 

Matthew and the Acts of the Apostles, rather than being associated based on personal characteristics of the 

individuals. 

There are two exceptions that have been established with reference to their personal characteristics: John 

in the resulting assignment of the clause...“born of the virgin Mary.” This refers to John's relationship with 

Mary after the crucifixion.  

The other exception is Thomas, for whom the resurrection had to be proved. We are not to assume that 

Bartholomew's presumed authorship of the line “I believe in the holy Spirit” has any relationship at all to his 

immediate and deep profession of faith in Jesus Christ as described in the Gospel of John. 



Children & Youth Ministry Announcements 

 
Grow in God’s Love! 

Kid Worship & Teen Worship  

We will be taking a summer break from Kid and Teen Worship.  Stay tuned for 

updates as to what our program will look like in September!  

 

Virtual VBS 2020 – “Blast from the Past” July 13-15 at 9:30am daily 

Registration for Virtual VBS is open! Click the link below! 

 

https://greenpondumc.breezechms.com/form/2a1fec 

 

Wondering what Virtual VBS will look like? 

 

Families will be asked to pick up take home kits the weekend before VBS 

(7/11 & 7/12).  Take home kits will include special treats, crafts, and other 

activities.  You will be sent a zoom meeting link for July 13, 14 and 15 with a 

9:30am start time.  Our theme for VBS is "Blast from the Past".  Each session 

will feature a previous year's VBS program including, Surf Shack, G-Force, 

and Hero Central.  During the sessions we'll sing songs, hear a Bible story told 

by some special guests, play a game, and complete a craft. Each session will 

run approximately 1 hour. VBS is age appropriate for kids ages 4 - 11.  Feel 

free to invite a friend!! Space is limited due to available take home kits. Please 

register asap!  

 

If you cannot attend the live sessions, you can sign up for a recording of the 

VBS sessions to be emailed to you.  I ask that you still register for this option, 

so that I can prepare you a take home kit.  Please contact Megan Schaeffer with 

any questions. greenpondumcyouth@rcn.com 

Upcoming 

Virtual VBS will be held 

July 13 – 15 at 9:30am on 

Zoom.   

http://links.breezechms.com/ls/click?upn=tQDFDhR0nEOlNZKVZKv2dAmkkPTtoA-2Be-2Fuu9a-2BI4iKzM6JUCxFEGwnfi-2BwzH6BlLYz5piBwdqZLEkVa1eOVkuw-3D-3DWeZT_TymXS5gaAWyFbuWcJxNqSwH-2BvCS0c7IQMmcb5jAI3b5lEWpSvUFnFDc5-2F9f88XAOANFXpTdPSjbd7QVhtL5l4hUXwhdbE94QobqrqzlyyhrVIFb7Ozz1-2BGjnUdbLrll-2BCTzXh-2BFPJxEPxMAkqRCdtH2-2B5taxqIVVSYIhCJYpZz9YXL0WHZHz58KEyzu0swgb3xza3qOsmA1qj1cOgNiodqVU5zNLH8dHr3liUoftcWVYrP6OI3hKczv1aWUEyq-2FtJi1De26lYHvJzhDe8LPvfw-3D-3D

