
The Garden                                                               “…some of the seed fell on good soil” Mark 4:8 

 

Mission Trips: Always an Adventure by Pastor Scott & Raylene 

Frankenfield 

I have always loved traveling for Missions work. I have learned that it 

is always rewarding, though sometimes unpredictable. On October 11, Raylene 

Frankenfield, Peggy Knecht, and I joined our D.S., Steve Morton, and 27 other 

volunteers from the Great North District of the Eastern Pennsylvania 

Conference to help the people in Crisfield, Maryland, who are still rebuilding 

from a hurricane in 2012. What follows is Raylene’s account of our time, with 

my comments interspersed: 

 

Oh, the anticipation of a new adventure filled me with excitement! This 

would be my first mission trip, an opportunity to be a Good Samaritan. We 

three soldiers of God embarked on a four and a half hour trip, including stops 

for work gloves, gas and lunch. We arrived to see water in the streets and were 

unable to check into the motel. Pastor Scott phoned and we were asked to meet 

at a nearby church. (Wesley United Methodist Church, where we assisted the 

installation of a handicapped ramp.) 

 

Next, we were sent to Delores Evans’ home to prepare her ramp and 

deck for painting or staining the next day. (We were warmly welcomed by 

Delores, but not so warmly by her dog!) We returned to the motel to check in. 

That evening, we were served a delicious meal of lasagna, salad, and dessert. 

We met 27 people from our mission district who worked on other projects. (We 

prayed, introduced ourselves, and built community with the people of Crisfield 

and each other. After words of thanks and encouragement from our fearless 

leader, the Rev. Steve Morton, a few of us ventured to the waterfront, watching 

the fish play at the dockside, enjoying the bay and the starlit sky; God’s 

wonders were right in front of us.) 

 

The next morning, Pastor Scott called to let us know we were flooded 

in. Our choices were to either go home or find yet another place to stay. Our 

decision was to go home. We learned that the high-water tides were caused by 

an off shore hurricane. (Raylene has a gift for understatement. I woke up that 

morning to a knock on my door and the news we were flooded in!!! I went 

downstairs to see seagulls catching fish in the flooded parking lot. We were 

ordered to evacuate the hotel. I was staying in a different hotel, separate from 

the ladies, and managed to walk through the water to the SUV. Finally, I found 

safe passage to a non-flooded street. But the ladies were stranded in their 

hotel. That is when things got really exciting. I went to the local fire 

department and asked for help. They geared up, selected just the right rescue 

vehicle and saved the ladies from the flood.) 

 

Would I go on another mission trip? Yes! Although I went from feeling 

like a Good Samaritan to a little mermaid, I would not pass up another 

opportunity to work alongside fellow Christians helping others. (Genesis 7:18a 

“The waters rose and increased greatly on the earth”.) 
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Mr. Fred Rogers: Everybody’s Neighbor—Robert Tocher 

 

On October 20, we started a series called Movies with Micah. These are 

popular movies that contain spiritual truths. Our first movie was “Won’t You 

Be My Neighbor?”, a documentary on the life of Mr. Fred Rogers. The 

following is a review of the experience by Robert Tocher: 

When I think of Mr. Rogers, this is what comes to mind: the neighbor 

song, his collection of sweaters, the puppets, the trolley, and the neighborhood 

of make believe ruled by King Friday XIII (13th). As a child, I took from all of 

this a fun show to watch that had real kids and adults and animals that were 

happy, sad, and mad along with the make believe characters that lived in the 

make believe kingdom that also experienced the same problems and joys that 

the real people experienced. The show was a way for me to hear stories since I 

was not much of a reader. 

Now, looking at Mr. Rogers from an adult point of view, there is so 

much more about the show and the mission behind Mr. Fred Rogers. Fred 

Rogers wanted every child in this world to know that each child is loved and 

valued just because of who they are (a child of God; did not know that he was a 

minister). As humans, we are our own worst critics and judge ourselves more 

harshly than others do. 

Unfortunately, there are many bullies in this world and that only makes 

it harder on those who get bullied and teased as children; both Mr. Rogers and 

I know this first hand. Daniel the puppet was Fred’s way of speaking about his 

life experiences to children in a non-threatening way in hopes to have a 

positive impact on a child who is experiencing self-esteem issues. My coping 

method was surrounding myself in a loving family and church. The church was 

a great husband and wife team that led the youth group. 

Mr. Rogers used the medium of tv to tackle the barriers around so many 

human dynamics: self-esteem, racism, gender equality, death, disabilities, 

parenting, etc. His delivery also made his mission so successful because it did 

not fit the norm. He was soft spoken, sang and played the piano, wore his 

sneakers and his colorful sweaters, and openly and honestly discussed topics of 

controversy all with his love and care for people. I have to say that his faith in 

God was lived out through Mr. Rogers daily life just as Jesus did in his day.  

 

Evangelism Prayer—Maxine Willoughby 

Maxine Willoughby would like to forward this prayer which Carl 

Whitesell shared with the Evangelism Committee: 

I talked to a friend today, in Your name. I mentioned Your name at 

work today. I talked to a stranger today, in Your name. It’s an interesting way, 

doing everything, word or deed, with the awareness that I bear Your name. 

Step by step through my day, I realized that You gave me power to do all that I 

do. Only through You can I do my daily tasks, touch the lives of others, and 

strive to make the world around me a better place. It’s Your gracious power 

that keeps me going, and I thank You for that. Receive my praises, dear Lord, 

as the offering of a deeply thankful heart.   

Announcements 

Tree of Giving: GPUMC 

will be participating in the 

Tree of Giving this holiday 

season again. Be on the 

lookout for our display 

later in November! If you 

would like to participate, 

take a tag with gift 

suggestions, purchase gifts, 

and return unwrapped in a 

gift bag to the church. 

Monetary donations will 

also be accepted and used 

toward presents, which our 

Teen Worship class will 

shop for on Dec. 8. Make 

checks payable to GPUMC 

and note Tree of Giving. 

Any questions, see Megan 

Schaeffer.  

Finance Update: Below is 

a brief summary of 

September’s balance, as 

well as our Year to Date 

balance, from our Finance 

Team. As always, feel free 

to contact Brad Schaeffer 

(schaefferfinancialandtax

@yahoo.com), our 

Financial Advisor, if you 

have any questions. 

GPUMC FINANCE 

SUMMARY 

SEPTEMBER 30, 2019 

  

 SEPT 2019 

INCOME 14,960.92 

EXPENSES (15,933.69) 

GAIN/(LOSS) (972.77) 

 

 

YTD 2019 

INCOME 141,584.37 

EXPENSES (178,217.02) 

GAIN/(LOSS) (36,632.65) 

 



 Invite a Friend—Pam Boddy 

This year we will celebrate the Christmas season with an original 

production inspired by the Christmas carol, “The Friendly Beasts” (Hymn 217 

in our hymnal). Each week in Advent, we will meet another animal who was 

present at the stable in the little town of Bethlehem on the night that changed 

the world. See how they were changed by being part of the greatest story ever 

told, and what it means to us today. Incorporating a set, puppets, and beloved 

carols, this is a wonderful opportunity to invite a friend to experience the 

wonder of Christmas anew. 

 

Week 1 - Dangerous times 

Week 2 - Preparations 

Week 3 - Will you let Him in? 

Week 4 - No bystanders 

Christmas Eve - What will you give Him? 

 

Welcome a friend, welcome the King! 

 

Committed to Christ—Suzie Eaton and Matt Matulewicz  

We are in the middle of our six-week journey of spiritual growth, 

"Committed to Christ." The purpose of this Committed to Christ sermon series 

is to invite each of you to begin or continue your lifelong journey to be a 

disciple of Christ. Each week we are asking you to complete a commitment 

card related to the sermon topic. These cards are designed to help you take your 

next step with Christ through prayer, Bible reading, worship, witnessing, 

financial giving, and hands-on service. The overall goal of Committed to Christ 

is that each of you will grow in your discipleship with Jesus Christ, so that we 

can do God’s will on earth. Please join with us each week as we explore new 

ways to have a positive, growing, and vital relationship with Jesus Christ as 

Savior and Lord, and to live the generous life that God has planned for us. 

NOTE: During our week focused on Bible Study, we showcased a list 

of various Bible Study opportunities available. In case you missed it, this list is 

below. If you have questions or are interested in any of these, feel free to reach 

out to the contact person listed or contact us at the office and we will put you in 

touch with them. 

• Thursday Bible Study: Thursdays, 1:30-3 pm, open to all. Contact Jeff 

Walters. 

• Adult Sunday School: Sundays, 8:45 am. Contact Jeff Walters or Micah 

Gary-Fryer. 

• Women’s Bible Study: Evening, as decided by group. Contact Laura 

Matulewicz or Deanne Gade. 

• Mom’s Bible Study: Thursdays, 9:30 am. Contact Megan Schaeffer or 

Suzie Eaton. 

 

 

 

People Talk 

SPRC would like to thank 

Maxine Willoughby for 

being our new Lay Leader! 

Maxine is a long-time and 

trusted member of this 

congregation with a 

passion for the Lord and 

for putting love in action. 

Bonnie Hapstack would 

like to give a huge thank 

you to the Missions 

Team (Tina Katong, Jen 

Schuler, Barbi Oakley, 

Diana Gerbino, Yvonne 

Pillsbury, Carol Dowling, 

Dianne DeSentis & Debbie 

Norgard) for all their hard 

work and dedication to 

making Miracle League a 

success. Thank you! 

Our annual Charge 

Conference was held on 

Saturday, October 19. 

Thank you to our D.S. 

Steve Morton for running 

it and the Hospitality Team 

for providing refreshments. 

Pastor Thomas S. 

Robinson has published a 

book titled “Your God 

Path”. Pastor Tom served 

this church for 20 years. 

The book is available in 

Kindle version and in print. 



Children & Youth Ministry Announcements 

 

Grow in God’s Love! 

Kid Worship & Teen Worship continues with a new series on Sunday, Nov. 3 

during the 10am Worship Service! Kid Worship is for students in grades K – 5th. 

Teen Worship is for students in grades 6th – 12th.  

 

Our theme for October is Honor. Honor is letting someone know you see how 

valuable they really are. All people have value because they were created in 

God’s image. God values each of us so much that He sent Jesus to make it 

possible for us to have a forever relationship with Him. We follow God’s 

example when we show others that they have value, too. This month we’ll learn 

about the stories of David and Daniel. “Love one another deeply. Honor others 

more than yourselves.” Romans 12:10 NIRV 

Connect in God’s Love! 

Family Game Night On Friday, November 22 at 7pm we will be holding 

another game night for families with kids of all ages.  We will have some games 

already set up, but please bring along your favorite board game and a snack to 

share! Please RSVP to Megan at greenpondumcyouth@rcn.com. 

Go Serve in God’s Love! 

Kid’s Handbell Choir The Kid’s handbell choir will be performing during the 

advent season on Sunday, December 22 during the 10am worship service. If your 

child is interested in participating, please sign up on the youth bulletin board or 

see Megan Schaeffer. Practices will be held on Sunday mornings at 9:30am 

beginning Nov. 17 through Dec.15. Please be willing to commit to attending 

majority of the practices. We’ll also have a short rehearsal before our 

performance on Dec. 22.  

 

Trunk-Or-Treat Update! 

Our 4th Annual Trunk-Or-Treat was held on Saturday, Oct. 26 and it was a great 

time! About 75 kids and their families attended this event.  Also in attendance 

were 17 “trunkers” and our Gospel Train Club. Thank you to everyone who 

supported Trunk-Or-Treat! Did you take a yard sign to help advertise? Please 

return the sign to Megan Schaeffer to be reused for next year.  Thank you!  

 
Congrats to Our Winning Trunkers!  

Ongoing  

Kid & Teen Worship will 

be held Sunday mornings 

during the 10am worship 

service from Sept. 8 – Dec. 

22 during the 10am 

worship service.  

Our nursery will continue 

to be available throughout 

the school year during both 

service times. Our nursery 

is for children aged 6 

months to 6 years.  

Upcoming 

Kid’s Handbell Choir 

Practice begins Sunday, 

Nov. 17 at 9:30am. 

Family Game Night will be 

held Friday, Nov. 22 from 

7-9pm in the church lobby.  

Teen Worship Class will 

be shopping for the Tree of 

Giving again this holiday 

season on Sunday, Dec. 8. 

Stay tuned for details!  


