
The Garden                                                               “…some of the seed fell on good soil” Mark 4:8 

 

Lent 2020 by Pastor Scott 

The 40 days before Easter Sunday is the season of Lent. It is a season 

of prayer, fasting, and diving deeper into the Scriptures. Megan Ackerman and 

I were talking about Lent, and she mentioned that Moravian Seminary was 

putting forth the idea that we add something to our lives, rather than giving 

something up. I thought interesting! So, what we can add is a spiritual 

discipline that strengthens our relationship with God. Here you can get 

creative. In his article called 3 Ways to Practice Spiritual Disciplines Every 

Day, Nathan Foster says, “It’s not as hard as we make it out to be.” Below is an 

excerpt from his article (you can check out the whole thing here: 

https://relevantmagazine.com/god/3-ways-practice-spiritual-disciplines-every-

day/). I hope you find as much inspiration in his story as I did! 

“Being disciplined is one of those things that most of us agree is 

worthwhile, but many of us lack the energy to really pursue. But, in the mean-

time, our spiritual lives content themselves with a little church attendance, some 

vague sense of goodwill and some nice beliefs. It’s a familiar story. But I 

needed something more. So, I embarked on what would turn out to be a four-

year journey intensely and intentionally practicing spiritual disciplines—

practices like prayer, fasting, meditation, confession and simplicity. What I 

discovered permanently changed not only my view of God, but also the way in 

which I engage in spiritual life. Here are three takeaways I gleaned. 

Spiritual activities work best as an active response to God’s love. 

Engaging in spiritual practices as a guilt-motivated duty is just not helpful. The 

disciplines are an invitation to an adventurous, wild romp with a God who is 

absolutely crazy in love with us. They are not an obligation, and are best 

practiced simply as an active response to God’s love. We have to start where we 

are. If we don’t know that we are loved unconditionally right here right now—

not as we should be, but as we are—then that’s where we begin. 

PRACTICE CREATIVITY! The disciplines can be creative and 

fun. God is good and constantly birthing beauty into our lives, and even 

surprisingly, I found a great deal of my work with the disciplines could be 

creative and fun. God seemed enthusiastic to meet me in the midst of my life 

doing what I love. I did various food fasts, but also fasted from my cell phone, 

email, and technology. I even found cleaning my house could be a spiritual act. 

PRACTICE GRACE. God is helping me become a person I was 

previously unable to be. This is grace. 

The concept of the spiritual disciplines is really quite simple: We do the 

practices that Jesus did. Over time these practices become habitual, thus 

enabling us to respond to life in a way more like Jesus would if he were to live 

our life. If I want to respond to life with love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control, I can’t just force or fake it. 

The disciplines are not about trying; they are about training. And, like most 

training it takes time, lots of time. Don’t make the mistake of thinking about the 

spiritual disciplines as something you only do for 40 days or even 40 months. 

The process of becoming people who organically love God and others well is 

more like 40 years.” 
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Looking for New Committee Members—Alex Konya 

The Educational Assistance Committee is looking for new members. 

The Committee started in the 1970’s at First UMC when the members of the 

Wesley Class decided to help students from the church with their higher 

education expenses. Over the years, the Committee has helped 46 church 

members by lending over to $94,000 in interest-free loans. Loans can be used 

for college, vocational or technical school classes. 

In addition to the loan program, the Committee also administers the 

Jack H. LaFever Memorial Achievement Award, a scholarship given to a 

deserving member of Green Pond UMC who is graduating from high school. 

The Award has grown from $100 at its inception to $1,000 annually. The 

Committee has awarded 27 Memorial scholarships, totaling $22,700. The 

LaFever Fund has also been used to help the church’s youth with donations of 

game and sports equipment, money towards youth retreats and VBS. 

The Committee currently consists of Alex Konya (Chairman), Helen 

LaFever, Jill Moulthrop, Diana Gerbino, Barbie Lewis, Nan McQuillin and 

Delores Danner. We would like some new members to join us. We usually 

meet once a year, in April or May, to discuss our finances and discuss/vote 

upon loan and Award applications. 

If you are interested in serving Green Pond UMC and helping its youth, 

please contact Alex Konya at alexander.s.konya@lmco.com or 610-354-2234 

to discuss. 

 

Vibrant Community—Maxine Willoughby 

Are you part of a vibrant community? 

We all yearn to belong to a loving community. We each have a God-

given need to belong to a community based on love for each other and where 

we can contribute our gifts and abilities. 

God created us with certain needs and provides for the fulfilment of 

these needs such as belonging to a dynamic Christian community. 

Green Pond UMC is a dynamic, Christian community that invites you 

to open your hearts to become spiritually healthy: to find our way to God via 

truth, beauty and goodness.  

As we celebrate Lent let us be reminded that Jesus came into the world 

to remind us of truth, beauty and goodness. His crucifixion and resurrection 

have awakened us to the truth, beauty, and goodness, so we as Christians can 

share with people we meet each day.  

Will you contribute your gifts and abilities to Green Pond UMC so we 

can continue to be a vibrant and dynamic Christian community? 

God Bless. 

Announcements 

Finance Update: Below is 

a brief summary of 

January’s balance, as well 

as our Year to Date 

balance, from our Finance 

Team. As always, feel free 

to contact Brad Schaeffer 

(schaefferfinancialandtax

@yahoo.com), our 

Financial Advisor, if you 

have any questions. 

GPUMC FINANCE 

SUMMARY 

JANUARY 31, 2020 

  

 JAN 2020 

INCOME 12,722.93 

EXPENSES (21,808.95) 

GAIN/(LOSS) (9,086.02) 

 

 

YTD 2020 

INCOME 12,722.93 

EXPENSES (21,808.95) 

GAIN/(LOSS) (9,086.02) 
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How Much Is Your Cable Bill?—Matt Matulewicz 

Steve Morton, our District Superintendent, joined us at a recent SPRC 

meeting and the topic of our giving was discussed. Steve reminded everyone 

that tithing is a spiritual discipline and that just as we should be upholding your 

prayer life, we should also encourage your tithing. Below is an update from the 

Finance Committee of a review of 2019 and looking ahead to 2020. 

In 2018 we pulled $47,300 from investments to cover the general fund. 

Due to our successful fundraising efforts in 2019, we pulled $30,000 from 

investments to cover the general fund. 

In 2019, we had 105 Giving Units (a giving unit is defined as a single 

contributing unit; so, an individual, married couple, or family). Our 2019 

Expenses were $232,012. Median giving was $655. If we had averaged $2,210 

per giving unit, we would not have had to pull from investments. Only 17 

giving units were above $2,210. Expenses have been trimmed over the past 3 

years. Given our current trajectory, we have 8 years of investment left. 

The 2020 budget has been set as $267,032 (this budget is always 

conservative; we usually do not spend near the full budget). If every giving unit 

provides an average of $2,543 (approximately $49 per week), we will not have 

to pull from investments. The following chart illustrates categories of giving in 

2019. The leadership team is asking that you prayerfully consider where you 

are on that scale and consider a step up in your regular giving. Steve Morton 

left us with the question, “In comparison, how much is your cable bill?” 

 

 

St. Patrick’s Day Corn Beef & Cabbage Luncheon—Helen Boddy 

On Sunday, March 15, after services (around 11 AM-2 PM) we will be 

having a corn beef and cabbage luncheon for St. Patrick’s Day. Tickets are $10 

(for dine in or carry out) and can be purchased from Larry Heinrich. A free will 

offering will be taken. The menu will be corn beef, cabbage, potatoes, carrots, 

beverage, & dessert. Any questions, please contact Tina Kantong 

(tina.kantong@gmail.com). 

 

 

 

 

People Talk 

A reminder: applications 

for the LaFever Memorial 

Award (for graduating high 

school seniors) and 

Educational Assistance 

Loans (for post high school 

students) are due April 1. 

Forms can be obtained 

from the church office or 

Alex Konya 

(alexander.s.konya@lmco.

com). 

If you are interested in 

joining our Fellowship 

team, which provides 

refreshments following the 

10 AM service, there is a 

sign-up sheet in the kitchen 

on the refrigerator. 

Our current sermon can be 

found on the home page of 

our website. Older sermons 

from the month can be 

viewed from the Worship 

page of the website. 

Do you or someone you 

know need a ride to church 

on Sunday mornings? 

Check out our ride share 

program in the lobby. 

Lawn mowing season is 

coming once again! We are 

looking for volunteers to 

help mow the grass around 

the church. Even just one 

weekend a month can help. 

If interested, please contact 

the church office. 
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Children & Youth Ministry Announcements 

 
Grow in God’s Love! 

Kid Worship & Teen Worship continues with a new series throughout March 

during the 10am Worship Service! Kid Worship is for students in grades K – 5th. 

Teen Worship is for students in grades 6th – 12th.  

 

Our theme for March is Forgiveness. Throughout the Bible, we can read about 

the importance of forgiveness. Right from the start, God made a way for Adam 

and Eve to have a relationship with Him again. The same is true for us. No matter  

how much we mess up, God will always make a way to forgive us. When it 

comes to forgiveness, we can also look to Jesus, who chose to forgive even those 

who were crucifying Him. Because of God’s amazing forgiveness, we should 

work hard to forgive others.   “Put up with one another. Forgive one another if 

you are holding something against someone. Forgive, just as the Lord forgave 

you.” Colossians 3:13, NIRV  (252 Kids, rethink Group) 

 

Connect in God’s Love! 

Easter Egg Hunt On Saturday, April 4 at 11am we will be holding our annual 

Easter Egg Hunt. Children ages 1 to 10 are welcome to join us! This event is 

open to all church members and our community. We’ll also have crafts, snacks, 

and a visit from the Easter Bunny! Families need to register by April 6.  Space 

is limited, so register early!  

You may register online at www.greenpondumc.com.  

 

Go Serve in God’s Love! 

Safe Harbor Lunch Students in 6-12th grade are welcome to join the youth 

group at Safe Harbor on Sunday, March 29 from 11:30-12:30pm. We will meet 

at Safe Harbor and we will be serving lunch.  

 

Wish List 

Please consider donating the following items for our Easter Egg Hunt. Treats 

must be able to fit inside a plastic egg. We will be filling 1,000 eggs! 

• Bite sized, wrapped candy 

• Small bags of fruit snacks 

• Small novelty toys (e.g. stampers, stickers) 

Donations may be placed in the Kid Worship Room anytime between now and 

March 29. Thank you! 

 

 

Ongoing  

Kid & Teen Worship will 

be held Sunday mornings 

during the 10am worship 

service from January 12 – 

June 7, 2020 during the 

10am worship service.  

Our nursery will continue 

to be available throughout 

the school year during both 

service times. Our nursery 

is for children aged 6 

months to 6 years.  

Upcoming 

Eastern PA Conference 

Youth Rally will be held 

on Saturday, March 28 

from 10am – 4pm at 

Quakertown UMC. 

Youth Group serving lunch 

at Safe Harbor on Sunday, 

March 29 at 11:30am.  

Easter Egg Hunt will be 

held on Saturday, April 4 

at 11am. Kids must be pre-

registered for this event.  

Save the date! VBS is 

scheduled for July 13, 14 

and 15. There will be a 

special preview day on 

Sunday, July 12 and 

closing worship on 

Sunday, July 19. Both will 

be during the 10am 

worship service. 

Volunteers are needed! See 

Megan Schaeffer.  


